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NEWS sheet 

july 2020 

HAPPY NEW ROTARY YEAR  

zoom  m eeting dates 

7th   Speaker: Lydia Spencer: ‘Maggies at the Marsden’ 

9th   District 1145 Council via Zoom: link details distributed 

14th Zoom Tutorial 7.00pm by arrangement with Secretary 

21st Speaker: Rtn. Peter Morley: ‘Update on Polio Eradication’ 

28th Speaker: Rtn Peter Stammers: ‘Jason and the Golden 

Fleece’ followed by Club in Council 

****************************************************************************** 

Editor’s note :  

Until further notice all meetings will be run via the Zoom platform on 

Tuesdays at 7.pm.  Secretary David has issued the link to all 

members in advance; anyone wishing to join us should contact him 

for the code. 

NB From July 2020 there will be no general meeting on the second 

Tuesday of the month, but individual committee meetings may be 

arranged through the Secretary         

   

    

PRESIDENT 2020/21 
 

Paul LUFFLUM 
 

 
 
Secretary 2020/21:   
David Martin MBE 
Wensleydale 
24 Garrett’s Lane 
Banstead  SM7 2EA   Tel:  
01737 200181 
davidmartin331@outlook.
com 
 
Meetings:  18:45 for 19:15 
Cuddington Golf Club 
Banstead Road  

Banstead  SM7 1RD  

020 8393 0952 (office) 
 
www.bansteadrotary.com 

 
Contact Club: Rotary 

Club of Louviers Le 

Neubourg (Normandy) 
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 THE PRESIDENT’S EPISTLE 
 
Thank you immediate Past President John and team for another successful 
year at Banstead Rotary Club, albeit in difficult “lockdown “circumstances 
during the last three months because of Covid 19 virus.  
 
It is an honour for me to be invited as the Club`s president for year 2020/21 

which in all probability will be a continuation of Covid but nevertheless we must all be 
optimistic.  With this in mind my theme for the year is “Keep Smiling”.  Having been born in 
October 1945 I am not quite a war baby but I can well remember South London bomb sites 
where children including myself would play.  Food was still extremely short and rationing was 
the order of the day for many years.  Television sets were a rarity until the 1950`s and I can 
remember the children of my street all gathering in one fortunate neighbour`s house to watch 
on their television the Queen`s coronation in 1953.  It was not until late 1950`s that post war 
austerity started to ease for the majority of the population. 
 
My point is that despite Covid we have currently a lot to be thankful for.  Almost everyone 
these days has television which provides an enormous variety of interest and entertainment 
especially if connected to a freeview box. Most of us have cars to take us to nearby country-
side where we can enjoy exercising in the beauty of The North Downs.  Only yesterday did I 
find wild orchids on Walton Downs which is just half a mile south of Epsom Downs. 
 
At Banstead Rotary the annual subscription has been reduced by almost one half thereby 
enabling us to continue membership despite the reduced income that some members might 
find themselves in currently. 
 
Although we are unable to meet at our delightful venue at Cuddington Golf Club, 
nevertheless we are still in contact with one another via Zoom.  Therefore although it is likely 
to be a difficult year for us to serve above self in the usual Rotary way, the Club has decided 
to break into its reserves to continue funding charities and other good causes albeit at a 
reduced rate. 
 
So we really do have a lot to be thankful for and therefore we should count our blessings and 
Keeeeeep Smiling ! 
 
Yours in Rotary 
 
President Paul     
 
[We can assure President Paul that he won’t be ploughing a lonely furrow... 
 

... We’ll all be behind you in strength!!...Ed] 

 

 

 



Introducing rotary’s tetrarchy - 

our four bosses  2020-21 

The newly elected Rotary Leadership takes office on 1 July each year and this year has been 

no exception, the only difference being “virtual handover” in all cases.  We start at home with 

Banstead President John handing over the reins to President Elect Paul at the club’s Zoom 

meeting on 30 June... 

 

 

 

In addition to his comments in his ‘epistle’ on page 2 President Paul looked for imaginative 

approaches to the unusual service environment in which we find ourselves and for members 

to share with their fellows their experiences, interests, passions and the like, especially in 

these artificial times of zoom contacts... 

...And so a step up the ladder to district 1145 governor... 

Outgoing District Governor Alan Moss wrote of his successor Nick Drake:  

“Nick over to you – Open the Opportunities and have a great year … 
As we transition between Rotary Connect the World into Rotary Opens Opportunities. I would 

like to personally thank you for all the hard work and service you have given to your 

communities and fellow Rotarians during the year especially 

through the recent difficult times. Without you and your input, 

supporting your Club and Community there would not be 

Rotary. 

I honestly believe Rotary has a great future, let us go and make 

it. I look forward to meeting you face to face, but for the time 

being let us continue the good work and to keep safe. 

I would like to wish you Nick Drake and his wife Caroline all the 

best for the coming year, it will fly by, remember to have fun, and enjoy it. 

Best wishes for the coming year. 

Alan” 



... a few more rungs of the ladder takes us to the President of 
Rotary in great Britain and Ireland... 

 

Happy new Rotary year! 

 

Today marks the start of a new Rotary year, and we also welcome Tom Griffin of 
Woodbridge Deben Rotary Club in Suffolk to the role of Rotary in Great Britain and 
Ireland President.  In a recent interview Tom states: 

‘We are adapting to provide worthwhile opportunities for younger, working people, but we can 

always do better.’ 

And in answer to the question: So there is an opportunity there if we can grasp it?” 

‘To be a member of Rotary there is no longer the significant time and cost commitment there 

once was. Times are changing. The traditional format of meeting at the same time each week 

for a meal and a speaker isn’t what everyone wants. We’ve seen clubs adjust by meeting 

online during the crisis – why don’t we do more of that? 

So there is an opportunity there if we can grasp it. And there is an opportunity for clubs to 

change. Loads of clubs will be happy with these new ways of working, and so will their 

communities. This is the sort of different direction we need to be travelling in, 

to appeal to the way people want to network and socialise today. 

So that means starting a whole range of new clubs which meet informally, 

maybe they will meet online, perhaps when the world returns to normal they 

will meet in cafés for an hour or so. They will concentrate on service and 

modern ways of socialising. 

I think there is a big, big challenge arising out of COVID-19 but there is also 

big opportunity.’ 

... and so to the top rung of our rotary ladder – the world 
leader... 

RI President-elect Holger Knaack of The Rotary Club of Herzogtum Lauenburg-Mölln in 

Germany, who became Rotary’s president on 1 July, said that clubs must continue to 

respond and innovate during these uncertain times. 

“[Responding and adapting] brings many new opportunities for us, to innovate and to learn 
from our experiences,” Knaack said. “Let us seize this moment and value it for what it is, the 
opportunity for Rotary to build on what we’ve learned, to embrace this new reality, to 
embrace new faces, to find new and better ways to shine and to have a continuing impact on 
the world. 



Rotary is not just a club that you join; it is an invitation to 

endless opportunities. We believe in creating opportunities 

for others and for ourselves. We believe that our acts of 

service, large and small, generate opportunities for people 

who need our help, and that Rotary opens opportunities for 

us to live a richer, more meaningful life, with friends around 

the world, based on our core values.” 

 

 

Holger and Susanne Knaack in relaxed mood. 

  

We can’t go far wrong with that quartet of leaders can 

we?...Ed 

...And Whilst We Are On The Subject of Handovers, Let’s 

Zoom Over The Channel To Our Contact Club of Louviers le 

Neubourg... 

...where on 29 June our French friends exited from confinement – lockdown and got 

together face to face to celebrate what they call ‘la passation de 

pouvoir’ – handover of power!  Attended by District 1640 Governor 

Eric Alexandre, father of Louviers member Pascal the meeting 

concerned no less than two François – 

President 

François 

Thommerel 

handing over 

the presidential 

reins to 

François 

Boutan.   

 

 

Outgoing President François T honoured two members with Paul Harris Fellowships – first 

to Yves Buffetaut for his work in representing the club at conferences and activities, for 

arranging interest visits and for his efforts in welcoming Banstead members on their visits to 



the club; and secondly to Michel Bidault for his sterling work in setting up the trades and 

craft working experience for youngsters initiative – ‘l’outil en main’ – ‘handling tools’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finally we are delighted to hear that our good friend 

Eva Lecuyer has been chosen as President elect 

2020-21 in addition to her work as Communications/ 

Publicity chief, Banstead Liaison Officer inter alia.  

Congratulations Eva. 

And finally finally we wish our French colleagues a 

happy and healthy summer break as they exchange 

their regular meetings for weekly aperitifs at members’ 

homes during July and August until normal business is 

resumed on 7 September. 

 

 

 

 
  
 

 

 

 
Derek 



Changes to global policy in the rotary foundation... 
The Rotary Foundation, the movement’s own and only Charity has well known and identified 
target focus areas such as education, humanitarian projects, provision of clean water and so 
on, but the Trustees have now announced a new addition to these service target areas.  
Rotary International reports... 

Supporting the environment becomes a new 
area of focus 

The Rotary Foundation Trustees and Rotary International 
Board of Directors have both unanimously approved adding 
a new area of focus: supporting the environment. 

More than $18 million in Foundation global grant funding 
has been allocated to environment-related projects over the past five years. Creating a 
distinct area of focus to support the environment will give Rotary members even more ways 
to bring about positive change in the world and increase our impact. 

Supporting the environment becomes Rotary's seventh area of focus, which are categories of 
service activities supported by global grants. It joins peacebuilding and conflict prevention; 
disease prevention and treatment; water, sanitation, and hygiene; maternal and child health; 
basic education and literacy; and community economic development. 

Grant applications for projects will be accepted beginning on 1 July 2021. Gifts and 
commitments from Rotarians and others will be sought to provide global grant support for the 
new area of focus. 

More information about this new cause will be announced soon. 

Ed 

CLUB M OM ENTS 

President John raises £1100 for Children With Cancer Fund 
(Polegate) 

 
On 23 June we were joined at our Zoom meeting by Chloe who 
spoke about her own experiences as both a cancer patient, and, as 
a volunteer with the charity. Children With Cancer Fund is a small 
local charity based in Polegate. It was founded in 1998 by four 
people, two with a passion to support children and two with a 
passion to support the illness cancer, and, so their journey began! 

President John chose this as his charity because a young relative 
was a beneficiary. Throughout the year funds have been raised and 

a donation of £1100 has been achieved! 

John said “ I chose this charity because children need all the help and support the charity 
provides, so my friends if you are reading please do everything to you can to support the 

https://www.rotary.org/en/supporting-environment-becomes-new-area-focus
https://www.rotary.org/en/supporting-environment-becomes-new-area-focus


work of the Children With Cancer Fund who are working to get much needed cancer 
treatments and family adventures so children in the local area can be treated and enjoy the 
opportunities provided!” 

“All support will make such a difference, thanks for supporting me to raise £1100!” 

The charity supports children who have or have had cancer and their families by granting 
wishes and organising events to bring families together across East Sussex, Brighton and 
Hove. Help raise funds for the charity, thus enabling them to continue to do all they can for 
our families. 

If you would like to get involved, please take a look at the website 

www.childrenwithcancerfund.org.uk 

You can also follow us on Facebook:- www.facebook.com/ChildrenWithCancerFundPolegate 

and Twitter: @CWCFPolegate 

  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jane 
 

The noble art of doing nothing... 
 
Rotary Associate member Ann sent in this delightful piece, describing an activity, which few 
of us get to enjoy these days – doing nothing.  At least that’s what it looks like on the surface 
but deep within health-giving mysteries may be at work...  Here’s the piece: 
 

“Learning the art of loafing is absolutely essential for 

Creativity, productivity and peace of mind.  It is vital to 
spend time every day dozing, doodling and goofing 
off.  You should never ignore feeling sleepy: it is 
literally dangerous habitually to keep on going when 
your body is telling you to rest.  The faster the pace of 
life, the more you need to make time to meander, 
drift and do things that have no point or product. 
Fly fishing with all its busy swishing misses the point. 

http://www.childrenwithcancerfund.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/ChildrenWithCancerFundPolegate


Sitting on the canal bank, mindlessly watching the float, lost in reverie, having 
totally forgotten the fish – 
That’s the state that feeds the soul.  Find your equivalent form of inactivity, cherish 
it, and give yourself to it as regularly as you can.” 
  
 YiR 

 
 Ann 

 
Being a person [and I suspect I am not the only one in this parish] who gets ‘lost in reverie’ 
just about on a daily basis, this piece spoke strongly to me and nagged at me for several 
days.  Then I remembered why.  It reminded me of a short introduction in a daily ‘thought for 
the day’ I use – appropriately a day in July – which has a lead in of lines by American poet 
Walt Whitman, which reads: 
  
  “I loafe and invite my soul, 
   I lean and loafe at my ease, 
   Observing a spear of summer grass.” 
 
Now that got me to thinking how little we engage in time-out, both as individuals and in 
organizations.  [Even in enforced lockdown.]  Our North European ‘work-ethic’ worships and 
rewards busyness, real or apparent and deplores ‘idleness’.  And that got me to thinking how 
organizations, including Rotary clubs, increasingly have to rely on the output of hard-working 
individuals... The central guiding principle of Rotary service has always been its reliance on 
teamwork; one million members globally can do good in the world but a hundred thousand 
effective teams are world changing!  But in these days of seriously reduced membership 
numbers and an ever ageing demographic, clubs are perforce relying more and more on 
hard working individuals, champions and standard bearers, committees of one, if you will.  
Now this can have negative results; the champion willingly takes on more and more, others, 
and this is a purely human dynamic, tend to allow it to happen; result: actors and spectators 
and, perhaps – burnout.  Closer to home it is good to see President Paul trying to ensure that 
every member has an area they can call their own and engage in 
support of their chairmen.  
 
Our creaking structures require not just champions but champion 
leaders, and those leaders need to feel supported by effective and 
engaged team members, allowing them to loafe and be refreshed. 
 
Derek 
 

Another ‘special’ place... 

...in an English country garden 

 

David and I went to visit Ian, who had been a touch indisposed recently, in his garden on a 

Friday morning, combining Rotary fellowship and a bit of support with respect for social 

distancing rules.   



 

Ian was there to welcome us and we had to park away from the front of the house as an 

enormous beech tree was being felled at the time.  His son Chris and step son James were 

also around, chatted with us and confirmed how we might for the time being reinforce support 

for Ian in the excellent work he had been doing for many years in promoting the club.  He 

was still busy working on probate assessments and also attending online meetings once a 

month for the Arts Society of which he remains chair.  We agreed that Jane and Derek 

should take over the speaker secretary role and that we would find a temporary alternative 

chair for the Club Service committee. 

Business over... in true Rotary style we drank sparkling water beneath an umbrella while 

Ian had a coffee made by James. 

At the end of our visit, Ian invited us to see the river. We wandered down the recently cut 

lawns and into some shaded woodland which borders the river Mole opposite the Hillier 

Garden Centre. 

The river bank reminds one of ‘Wind In The Willows’! [It would wouldn’t it, being the River 

Mole? ... Ed] 

Ian and Gillian live in a beautiful area with large grounds with fruit trees and views to die for, 

especially in the hot sunshine, which showed it all at its best. 

Pictures of Ian and some of his estate.  [Pics and text by Roger and Ed] 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 



ANOTHER BUMPER YEAR FOR BANSTEAD’S CHARITY DONATIONS  
 

Over £24,000 donated this rotary year to 56 beneficiaries! 
 

Hon. Treasurer Roger reports: 

“Have just been doing the accounts for the year. 
 
Donations made since July 1st 2019..... not bad at all considering we have been quiet for a few 
months.  Mind you we are beginning to dip into our newly released reserves! 
 

The Draft List shows: 
 
Charity Walk: Walker- Nominated Charities: 9 beneficiaries:   £7,259.74     

  

Christmas Collections: Partners List: 6 beneficiaries:         £4,181.55 
 
Christmas Collections: Local Donations:14 beneficiaries: £6,600.00     

General Donations: 23 beneficiaries:           £3,530.00 

Rotary Foundation = UK: End Polio Now:          £1,700.00 

Children With Cancer [President’s Charity]          £1,103.00 

Christmas Trees for local schools:              £261.00 

Beacon School Service Awards:           £67.68  [£3,131.68] 

Grand Total:          £24, 702.97” 

Roger 

A note from  the inner wheel 

club of banstead 

INNER WHEEL CLUB OF BANSTEAD 

 

Apologies for not being in touch for a while, but like all groups there has not been too much 
happening recently. 
 
However, our club did manage a Zoom meeting last month (18th June).  Our special thanks 
to David Martin and Roger for helping to set this up for us.  We managed to hold our 
AGM and our club officers will remain the same for the next year. 
 
Sadly, for the last few months we have been unable to cook for the Leatherhead Start (night 
shelter) but we hope to resume this in August. 
 
We have sent small donations to Diamond Riding and Air Ambulance (our District 
Chairman's charity this year). 



Margaret Palmer and I have also attended Zoom District meetings. 
 
The District Executive will remain in place for the coming year and at our next Zoom meeting we will 
all be toasting each other with a glass of our choosing! 
 
We send you all our best wishes and hope that before too long we can resume our meetings and 
meet up with our friends once again. :-) 
 
Denise 

... Banstead rotary is still looking 

for new m em bers to help us out. 

Adverts have appeared in the Volunteers in Reigate &Banstead 
and Connect KT Newsletters... 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



MAGGIES AT THE MARSDEN RE-OPENS TO 
SUPPORT CANCER PATIENTS AND THEIR FAMILIES 

 
At our first meeting this month we were privileged to hear Lydia 
Spencer chief fundraiser at Maggies update us to what this fine 
organization has been able to do during the current viral crisis.  Despite 
the lockdown restrictions Maggies has been able to open its doors and 
provide much needed spare visiting capacity at the Sutton Marsden 
hospital for worried families and cancer patients, in and out-patients. 
 
Lydia explained: “I wanted to share with you a video that Maggie’s has 
recently filmed to show how we have been supporting people with 
cancer during the Coronavirus. Our centre (Maggie’s at The Royal 

Marsden) features quite a bit so I thought you might like to see it. The link to the video is 
here https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TC9huN1-L6I.   
Rtn Steve gave a vote of thanks and after the meeting Rtn Jane also thanked Lydia, writing: 
‘Many thanks for attending our Zoom meeting last night. As promised I have circulated the 
video link to the Club members. Congratulations on your fantastic success since you opened 
9 months ago. The building is a design that stands out, and, I always look when driving past. 
I see you have a very high accolade on your website, and it must be a great comfort to 
patients and their loved ones to know that: If you or someone you care about has been 
diagnosed with cancer, Maggie's at The Royal Marsden can help.  Special praise comes 
from a very prominent source: 

"I have seen first-hand the significant impact Maggie’s makes to individuals experiencing a 

cancer diagnosis. Their beautifully designed centres have an instantly calming effect and the 

staff are on hand to offer a full range of support."...Shona Robison, Cabinet Secretary for 

Health and Sport. 
Once again many thanks for joining us last night. We look forward to working with you. 
Kind regards 
Jane 
Banstead Rotary 
 

Time For A Little Light Relief  With More Equine Humour Straight 
From The Horse’s Mouth 

 
The Diamond Centre for Disabled Riders 

 

Dougal Dines With.. Guiness 

Sorry I haven’t had a chance to catch up with you all recently, We’ve been missing our 

friends and been in a bit of a slump to be honest.  The herd and I decided that we need to 

get going again and keep moving forward and think positively towards the future and getting 

out of lockdown - plenty to look forward to we decided.  I met Guiness for a chat today.  He is 

much taller than me and has white feathers and a black mane and tail.  So really he is an 

upside down looking pint of Guiness.  Although he is much bigger than pint sized. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TC9huN1-L6I
https://m.facebook.com/thediamondcentrefordisabledriders/?__ccr=ARbGR5iuvJTOlqB6kiaDrHdShE28ceS9N-iDE5ldJ8nbgQ&__tn__=C-R


Guiness has been used for our taller more independent riders, beginners on the lead rein 

and just about everyone else in between.  He tells me he is a Jack of all trades and willing to 

turn his hooves to anything.  I said barrel racing was a bit beyond us though but he said he 

could beat me in a race.  Guiness tried to convince me his granddad was a racehorse.  I 

can’t see it myself and he looks mostly cob to me. 

Guiness is relatively new to Diamond compared to the rest of the herd; him and I actually 

came from the same place.  Although he has only been with us for 18 months, Guiness has 

already had the chance to compete at the RDA Regional and Nationals in dressage and 

countryside challenge in 2019.  I know that has to be an achievement; all us Diamond horses 

dream of getting to compete with our lovely riders at places like the RDA National 

Championships at Hartpury College. 

Guiness told me it was about time too as his waistline was starting to notice being out of 

work.  I told him not to worry as I never had a waistline even when we were in work and I 

reckon we will all be on diets the minute we are back to it! 

Hope to see you all soon. 

Lots of love. 

Dougal 

 

Ps Angela went to visit Splash in her new home at the petting farm that an old friend of 

Diamond has.  She reports that she is very happy and is suddenly the tallest in the field as 

her new friends are all Shetlands 

 

And we couldn’t leave our humour spot without mining for more 

in that rich vein in Colorado... yes they keep on coming! 

 



…And, as befits the first month of the Rotary Year, here is our new 
District Governor’s July message… 

 
 
 
           
 



Rem inder for our m acular escorts!  

 
ROTARY CLUB OF BANSTEAD 

 
Macular Disease Society 

Drivers:  Cancelled until further notice, when a re-arranged lifts 

rota will be reinstated. 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS   

Two this month; Ian Caldwell on the 22nd and David Martin on the 24th. Very Best 

wishes to both. 

 

Ed’s Envoi  

A bumper crop of copy again this month for which many many 

thanks to all who contributed.  Please let me have your copy, 

preferably by e-mail attachment, for the August edition by [about] 

Tuesday 28 July. 

Derek               


